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Fhe following article, upon the subject j 


i Sunday schools, is ably written, and is 
deserving of the serious attention of every 
well-wisher to society. ‘The avowed ob- 
ject of those institutions, is at least plausi- 
ble, but the effect of the impressions upon 





the miads of children, received from the 
teacher, is either good or bad, in propor- 





tion to the correctness of his articles of faith. | 
Ii is presumed that every one, who thinks | 
for himself, will inquire mto this imporiant | 
subject, and act as dictated by truth and 
justice. —Lp. 
From the Religious Inquirer. 

To the Editor. 

Sir—Various incidents have led me 
to reflect on the subject of the following | 
communication, and my mind has long been 





made up, to offer some remarks upon it for 
public inspection. The queries of John, ' 
therefore, found me prepared to answer, ; 
and called forth some passing remarks.— | 
These were handed to the editor of the! 
Christian Secretary, the presumptive au- ' 
thor of those questions. How much his 
sincerity is concerned, in propounding que- 
ties to which he refuses scriptural and ra- 
tional answers, is for others to determine. 
As applicable to this, I will merely quote 
the following from the Secretary. 

‘¢ Thus, those who are truly sincere can 
bear the test of the light, and are not a- 
fraid of having their principles aud practi- 
ces examined by it.” 

“If sincerity then, is that which will 
hear the examination of the light. let ev- 
ery one ask, ‘am I sincere ?’ ‘will my con- 
duct and my principles bear to be exaipin- 
ed in the light of revelation °” 

But I am sick—I am disgusted with such 
eonduct. Iam ashamed for the age, and 
for my country 3 that those who hold them- 
selves up to public view as the light of the 
world—as the salt of the earth—and the 
very paragons of piety, and patterns of ex- 
cellence, should be driven to such misera- 
ble shifts for the maintainance of their doc- 
trines. Do they indeed know that their 
only security depends on the darkness with 
which they are enshrouded? Do they see 
fhat the hand-writing on the wall portends 





| 





the downfall of their Babel? So it cer 
tainly appears; and stil, their exertions 
are redoubled to instil into the minds of 
infants, the very principles which they 
fear to have examined, and in defence of 
which they dare not stand forth. but i> 
presence of the young and ignorant * Wo 
unto them that seek deep to hide their 
counsel from the Lord, and their works ; 
in the dark.” “QO my people, thes 
lead thee cause thee to err, and d: 
the way of thy paths.” 

Permit me now earnestly to entreat jor 
ents, and those who have the care of eh! 
dren, to open theireyes on the grow: 
evil of Sunday schools. The great, ihe 
main object of these institutions, is to chain 
down the necks of the rising generation to 
the cruel slavery of priest craft Seeing 
the effects which must follow then in the 
path of science, the clergy are constanily 
on the alert, to protract the downiall of 
that craft through which they have both 
their influence and their wealth. Letthose 
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who know the influence of impressions im- 
‘bibed in youth, ponder on these things, 
| To the Editor of the Christian Secretary, 


Sin—Presuming that the queries of John, 
in the Secretary 6f June 8, were intended 
to elicit answers; I will, by your leave, 
respond to the first; both being answered 
by the production of “ rational objections’ 
to the first. The queries are as follows : 

QUERIES. 

“ What rational objection can any Chris- 
tian raise against Sunday schools ? 

“ Whi do not all the pious and benevo- 
lent give their countenance and support to 
them ?” 

As the father of a numerous family—as 
a christian—as a citizen—I realize the im- 
portance of every measure which may ef- 
fect the rising generation ; and the course 
which I have pursued, relative to the sub- 
ject before us, is the result of my deliber- 
ate judgment. If I have erred from a man- 
ifest duty, I am ready to be convinced by 
counter arguments, founded on facts, or 
deduced from unquestionable testimony.— 
As my aim is directed, in all important in- 
vestigations, to resolve the question. What 
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is trmh? so certainly Iam disposed to 
receive information, on any subject, from 
every source, and however it may vary 
from pre-conceived opinions. 

Sunday schools were originally establish- 
ed for valuable ends, and the means were 


proportioned to the objects. They were | 


| Gen. iii. 9, 10, and on. 
‘to cite passages which abound in the scrip. 


= aot ee 


. 7 Xe ive, * 
I heard thy voice in the garden,” &c. Sep 
But it is needless 


‘tures to contradict this unsupported asser. 
‘tion. Witness Enoch, Moses, and thy 
_ prophets and apostles. 

“ Are under his wrath and curse.”—Cay. 


intended to initiate the poor children of echism. 


manulacturers, and others, who were pre- | 


vented from attending school on other days, 
into the rudiments of a common educativn, 
and to reclaim them from habits of idle- 


ness and vice onthe Sabbath. On the ori- 


ginal plan, however, has been grafted a 
system of yuvenile conscription, utterly re- 
pugnant to the spirit of free inquiry, and 
subversive of the most noble faculties of 
the human mind. Toeffect this plan, and 
bring the system into operation, the dog- 
mas of men are taught with the most un- 
wearied diligence, and it is enjoined on in- 
fants to receive for truth the most heteroge- 
neous principles, and the most discordant 
theories, which have ever disgraced human 
society. So far indeed, has this been the 
case, that the primitive use of these schools 
appears to be nearly overlooked, or for- 
gotten. 

Having stated, explicitly, the general 
impressions on my mind, and that ina 
manner which will appear to some rather 


dogmatical, it may be proper to notice the | 


reasons more particularly, by a reference 
to some of the facts trom which these in- 
ferences are deduced. It is well known 
that ‘The Shorter Catechism is still consid- 
ered as a standard work for indoctrinating 
the youth of our country into what is styl- 
ed, a_ religious education. However dis- 
cordant with itself, or contrary to the plain 
declarations of scripture, or the deductions 
of reason from the acknowledged nature of 
Deity, it is considered an indispensable du- 
ty of the scholar, to assent to every propo- 
sition it contains, and to accept as plenary 
inspiration, its most irrational declarations. 
Not wishing to occupy too much room in 
your paper, I will select a few of the many 
objectionable tenets with which my memo- 
ry serves me. 

* All mankind by the fall lost commun- 
ion with God.” 

To this falsehood I oppose the fact,that 
the fall of man is not once mentioned in 
the account of the creation, nor of after 
circumstances. Thé¢ scriptures inform us 
of very frequent communion with God, af- 
ter what men are pleased to term the fall. 
“And the Lord God cailed unto Adam, 
and said, Where art thou? And he said, 


“ Christ hath redeemed us from the curse 
ofthe law.” The wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.”— Paul. 
| God having, out of his mere good plea- 

sure, from all eternity elected some to ey. 
-erlasting life.”— Catechism. 

‘“ For all have sinned, and come short of 
‘the glory of God, being justified freely by 
his grace, through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus.”-— Paul. 

“Every sin deserves God’s wrath and 
curse, both in this life, and in that which is 
to come.’’—Cutechism. 

“ Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people 
saith your God; speak ye comfortably to 
Jerusalem. Say unto her that her warfare 
‘is accomplished, that her iniquity is par- 
-doned ; for she hath received of the Lord’s 
} hand, double fv all her sins.”—Jsaiah. 

“This is a faithful saying, and worthy 

of all accepta'on, that Christ Jesus came 
into the worl. to save sinners, of whom I 
am chief.”— Paul. 

Let us now look ata few selections from 
Watts’ Catechism on the Principles of re- 
ligion. 

“Then I shall be a wicked child, and 
the great God will be very angry with 
me.” 

“But God who is vich in mercy, for th 
great love wherewith he loved us, even 
when we were dead in sins.” —Paul. 

“And what must you do to be saved 
from the anger of God, which your sins 
have deserved 7?” 

“Come now, and let us reason togeth- 
er.”— Isaiah. 

‘Thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he 
shall save his people from their sins.”— 
Matthew. 

“ But God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us.”—Paul. 

“ He died for sinners, who had broken 
the law of God and had deserved to die 
themselves,” . 

‘The soul that sinneth shall die.”— 
* Every one shall die for his own sins.”-— 
Ezekiel. 

“ Who shall reward every man accord- 
ing tohis woiks.”) “ Tribulation and an- 


























guish upon every soul of man that doeth 
evil.” + There is no respect of persons 
with God.”?—Scripture. 

“ Christ will come again, and call me 
and ali the world to account for what we 
have done.” 

“ Whatsoever the law saith, it saith to 
them that are under the law, that every 
mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
become guilty before God ;”—Paul. 

“if lam wicked, shall be sent down 
to everlasting fire in hell, among wicked 
und miserable creatures.” 

“ ‘That as sin hath reigned unto death, 
even so might grace reign through rightous- 
ness, unto eternal life, by Jesus Chirist our 
Lord.” “In whom we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins.”’ 
“ tlaving made known to us the mystery of 
his will, according to his good pleasure, 
which he hath purposed in himself ; ‘That 
in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times, he might gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, 
and which are on earth, even in him.”— 
“And that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.”—Paul. 

ln answer to the question who or what 
are devils? the answer is as follows :— 
They are evil spirits who are at first an- 
gels of God, but having sinned against him, 
they were cast out of heaven, and now 
they are always tempting men to sin.” I 
am aware that it is treading on heterodox 
sround to doubt the story told by the great 
British poet respecting the devil, but.I shall 
venture to a statement on the subject, which 
[ challenge all men to disprove. This ac- 
count in not found in either the Old or 
New Testament. An apostle informs us, 
that when we are tempted, we are drawn 
away by our own lusts. As I care little 
about the devil, L shall drop him here as to 
personality. Another proposition, however, 
deserves some examination, as explanatory 
of his duration. 

“The wicked shall be-driven into hell 
lire, both soul and body, to be tormented 
with the devil and wicked spirits forever.” 

Whether the term Aell is connected with 
five, or damnation, in the scriptures, it is 
translated from the word gehenna, the 
name ofa polluted valley near Jerusalem, 
lito which the bodies of criminals that 
were refused the rites of sepulture, and oth- 
er defiled objects, were thrown. After be- 
ine fued for worms, they were burned in 
the fire constantly kept there for that pur- 
Aad this is its only meaning. So 


pose, 
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far this thing amounts to nothing. In 
speaking of the resurrection, an apostle 
thus answers the question, whether * soul 
and body” are thus to be tormented. “ It 
is sown in dishonour, it is faised in glory : 
it is sown in weakness, it is raised in pow- 
er; itis sown a natural body, it is raised a 
spiritual body.” Again. “So when this 
cuiruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written, Death is swallowed up in 
: victory.” 
| The same apestle also puts his veto on 
_ the endless continuance of the devil in these 
words :—Forasmuch then, as the children 


! 
‘are partakers of flesh and blood, he also 


himself likewise took part of the same ; 
that through death he might destroy him 
that had the power of death, that is, the 
devil.” If, contrary to these declarations, 
it can be shown that any subjects of the 
resurrection will be raised otherwise than in 
glory, and that the devil will not be de- 
stroyed, it m.st be from another source 
than the scriptures. ‘That every one may 
satisfy himself how easily men substitute 
their own imaginations in the room of facts, 
I wish wow to refer to a question and 
answer in the Historical Catechism of 
Mr. Watts, which in no manner relates 
to any thing doctrinal, and which is not 
therefore a subject calling forth very 
strongly, the opposition of p e -onceiy- 
ed opinions. ‘They read as tollows :— 
“ What crime was Ham guilty of ? Ans. 
Ele made sport with his father, and he was 
cursed.” ‘To prove these statements, Gen. 
ix. 21, 24, 25, are quoted. Now it so hap- 
pens, that the word Ham is not once nam- 
ed in the quotation above, nor do we learn 
in either of these verses or their connexion, 
that Ham made sport of his father, nor that 
he was cursed. We read that Noah did as 
drunken people often do: he vented a curse 
without a cause, and that on a person who 
did not in the least offend him, according 
to the scripture account. Let this ciccum- 
stance serve asa lesson, not to trust more to 
Doctors of divinity, than to the evidence of 
our senses. Ef they thus err where their 
prejudices are but feebly enliste’| what may 
we not expect, when the whole force of tra- 
ditional education is set in array against the 
truth ? 

I have now offered a few of the reasons 
with wiich IT am abundantly furnished, a- 
gainst the modern system of sunday schools, 
I have noticed some of the inventions of 





men which are taught children as the truth, 
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and have selected a small moiety of testimo- 
ny from scripture to oppose them. My 
state of health will not suffer, me to enlarge 
on the subject, and if what [have said is 
unanswerable, it is sufficient: if not, more 
is needless. 
L am, Sir, your friend, 
MENTOR. 
For the Gospel Advocate. 
REVIEW OF 

“ A serinon on future punishment :— 
delivered at Cleaveland and Euclid, Ohio, 
on Lord’s Day, February 2d and yth A. 
D. 1824. By Rev. Stephen I. Bradstrect, 
A. M. Published by request. Cleaveland, 
printed by Z. Willes,1824.% pp. 31. 

(Continued from page 230.) 

Mr. Bradstreet, at page 21, informs us 
that he has gone through with his principal 
evidences in support of his opinions 3 aud 
although he supposes what he has done 
proof enough for such as himself, yet he 
seems to doubt the sufliciency of those 
proofs for others. Accordingly he says— 
“ To some, however, additional texts may 
be useful’’—and he then proceeds to quote 
them. The first “ additional text” is John 
viii. 21. “IT go my way, and ye shall seek 
me, and shall dic in your sins: whither 1 
go ye cannot come.” ‘This was spoken by 
Christ to the Jews, and Mr. B. has been 
careful so to state the fact, for which I thank 
him; and I wish the reader to bear the 
statement in mind. Mr. Bb. quotes this 
passage to prove that those Jews to which 
Christ spake, are never to reach Heaven. 
The reader is requested now to see John, 
xiii. 33. Here it is: “Little children, 
yet alittle while and Tam with you. Ye 
shail seek me: and, AST SAID UNTO 
THE JEWS, whither [go ye cannot come; 
SG NOW IT SAY TO YOU.” Here 
Christ was addressing his chosen discipies, 
and he tells them, “as [ said unto the Jews, 
whether I go ye cannot come; so now | 
say to you.” The reader will please rec- 
oilect that Mr. B. tells us Christ was speak- 
ing to the Jews, in John viii. 21, which he 
quotes; and here Christ tells his chosen 
disciples that they shall no more be able to 
follow him than would those Jews to whom 
be nad before made the same declaration. 
Now, does Mr. B. mean to Say ‘that he sup- 
poses Paul and all the other chosen disci- 
pies of Jesas to be now roasting in his ima- 
gmary hell, with those Jews -to whom 
Christ spake? The declatations of Christ, 

ire the same to his disciples, and to the 








Jews 3; and if he mean exclusion trom hea- 
ven ir the one case, we have his own wo) 
that he did in the other also. Mr. B, j. 
now informed that still more “ additiona! 
texts may be useful,” if he means to Sis. 
tain bis soul-chilling doctrine of endless 
damnation. 

Mr. B next quotes Matthew xii. 32, thus: 
“Whosoever speaketh against the Holy 
Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither 
in this world neither in the world to come.” 
This he says is best explained by Mari; 
iit. 29, which he quotes thus: “ He that shall 
blaspheme againsi the Holy Ghost hath 
never forgiveness, lit is in danger of eter- 
nal damnation.” Now, *reader, Mr. B. 
strange as it must appear, quotes these pas- 
sages to prove endless punishment! And 
he talks very gravely about reading “ the 
original,” too! ‘The man is so positive in 
his opinion, that he does not take the trou- 
ble to examine his subject. Let Mr. B. turn 
to Hebrews, ix. 26, and he will find these 
words: “ But now once IN THE END OF 
THE WORLD hath he appeared to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himseli.”— 
Where now is Mr. B’s. boasted evidence? 
This was Christ: and did he come in the 
end of this material world ? Let every rea- 
der, (and Mr. B. in particular,) remember 
that thisis the same “world,” in the 
Greek text, that is mentioned inthe texts he 
has quoted. Mr. B. has much to say, in 
his sermon, about the “ months he has 
spent in deep research,” but really it has all 
done hin very little service, one would sup- 
pose, if he is not yet able to compare texts 
better than he has done. The word render- 
ed “ world” in all these passages, should 
have been translated “age,” as the reade 
must readily see; for Christ did not com 
inthe end of this world, but in the end o! 
the Jewish dispensation,or age. However, 
it is just as much © world” ia the one case a 
in the others and Mr. B. is heartily wel- 
come to all he can make of the passages !!: 
support of his doctrine. 

Mr. B. next observes that “St. John, ih 
a number of places, in Revelations, des 
cribes the wicked (is aot Mr. B. a litth 
wicked ?) as cast into a lake of fire ane 
brimstone, where they have no rest, day 
nor night, and where the smoke of thei’ 
dorments ascendeth up forever and evel. 
Here the poor man again merits our pity. 
It must be remembered that Mr. B’s pe! 
in which the rich man in the parable wes 
put, and in which Mr. B. supposes all the 
wicked will be tormented eternally, was al- 
so cast into this same lake offire ; and the’ 
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tov, after it had for an indefinite time fol- 
lowed about a pale horse. It must also be 
borne in mind that before this hell of Mr. 
B’s was cast into the lake of fire it deliver- 
ed up all the dead that were in it—of course 
they were not cast into the lake with hell. 
See Reyelations, vi. 8, and Rev. xx. 13, 14, 
where these things are to befound. Now 
let us return to the statement of Mr. B. Ife 
quotes, ** they have no rest, day nor niglit,”’ 
ce. ‘Phis is those who worship the beast. 
Now, did Mr. B. ever find any account of 
day and night in a future state of existence? 
These people were tormented day and 
night; and Mr. B. even quotes those 
words and yet does not see that they con- 
fine the meaning of the passage to this state 
of existence, where day and night are found. 
A few more months of © paintul research” 
appear to be absolutely necessary to Mr. 
3. at the end of which he may be able to 
discover that this, and similar passages, 
though formerly depended upon to prove 
cudless punishment, have long since been 
abandoned by the ablest advocates of that 
terrible doctrine, as furnishing no evidence 
of its truth. 

Mr. B’s next evidence is Mark ix. 43, 48, 
inclusive, which quotation, (turn to it, read- 
er,as itis too long to copy here,) ends 
with,“ Where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched.” This Mr. B. 
supposes means a place of endless punish- 
ment, for our souls. Were we not prepar- 
ed, by experience, tu expect any absurdity, 
from the pen of Mr. B. we should suppose 
his printer had here done him injustice.— 
Does Mr. B. suppose that we are to liave 
worms inhis hellf Damned worms to be 
burned, and damned souls to be both burn- 
ed and gnawed by damned worms! Here 
is certainly damnation enough! But what 
ave these worms done, that they must be 
sent to hell with us? By the same rule we 
may expect all kinds of beasts and animals 
there. It cannot but pain every reflecting 
mind to see such lamentable deticiency of 
thought in a public teacher, as is here man- 
itested by Mr. B. The word rendered hell, 
in the several verses here referred to by Mr. 
LB. is, “in the original,” Gehenna, and 
means or is the name of a valley near Je- 
rusalem. In that valley was, an image 
to Moloch, built by the children of Judah ; 
and in which Ahaz burnt his children to 
the idol Moloch. {+ was called, also, fin- 
nom, and Josiah defiled the valley by cast- 
ing all the filth of the city of Jerusalem in- 
to it, in order to prevent such horrid deeds 
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there. Dead bodies were also thrown there, 
when they were such as the laws or customs 
of the people denied the rites of burial._— 
To prevent the evil effects of noxious va- 
pors, arising from such materials, a fire was 
kept constantly burning there, to consume 
the filth ; and as this was never suffered to 
go out, it was called unguenchable.—- 
Worms, also, continually inhabited the 
place, and crawled over these dead bodies; 
hence Gekenna was called the place where 
“their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched.” This renders perfectly ration- 
al the import of these several verses reter- 
ed to by Mr. B. The cutting off a foot, 
plucking out an eye, &c. must all refer te 
temporal things; and the worms, which Mr. 
B. is for sending to a place of endless tor- 
ment, are by a rational reading of these 
texts, suflered to remain upon the surface 
of the earth, and to riot, as their province 
is, upon the dead carcases of men and ani- 
mals.* 


Mr. B. says (page 22) in proof of his 
dogma, “ I might point you to Judas, long 
since gone to his own place ; and who had 
better never been born ; to the antediluvi- 
an spirits, who are still in the prison of 
hell; to the inhabitants of Sodom and Go- 
morrah, who are suffering the vengeance of 
eternal fire,” &c. Mr: B. supposes that it 
would have been better for Judas if he had 
neyer been born into the world. The pas- 
sage means born to a knowledge of the Gos- 
pel; and that Judas would have suffered 
less, at that time, had he remained ignorant 
of Christ. ‘This Mr. B. of course will not 
admit, and to accommodate him I will for 
a moment suppose his explanation correct. 
It would have been better for Judas, then, 
according to Mr. B. ifhe had never been 
born into the world. Then it follows that 
he is a loser by his existence, and had bet- 
ter never have had one. Now, is he the 
author of himself ? Did he cause himself to 
exist? Was it possible for him to prevent being 
born into the world at the time he was ?>— 
All answer NO. ‘Then his existence was 
forced upon him, without his knowledge or 
consent ; and if he is a loser by that ex- 
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“Fora more full and more learned definition of this 
word Gehenna and its general scripture meaning, the 
reader is referred to “ Balfour's inquiry into the serip- 
ture! import of the words Sheol, Hades, Turtarus, and 
Gehenna, all translated HELL in the common Eng- 
lish version.” Tis is a recent work, which complete- 
ly overturns the doctrine ofan endless hell, and one 
which the “* Orthodox” have not found it convenient to 
answer. It is ascatce work, the first and only edition 
yet out having been issued et Charlestown Mass. the 
present year 
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istence, the being who gave it him, so far For the Gospel Advocate, 
from being his friend, or from being good A SHORT SERMON. 


to him, has done him the most extensive in- 
jury that it was possible to do him: and 
this, too, with a full knowledge of the ex- 
tent of that injury, at the time of inflicting 
it! Mr. B. is a Calvinist, but yet he may 
possibly say it was Judas’ own fault, (and | 
if Mr. B. does not say this, the Arminians, | 
with their “ free ascites Iam sure will,) | — and f choaes Rent toon 
but this does not alter the case one whit. | Matt. xiii. 15. 
All admit God’s foreknowledge ; so that’ These words were primarily applicable 
Deity knew what Judas would do, and to the Jews, who, obstinat: ly persevered in 
what would be the consequences. God, their disbelief of the testunony of our Sa- 
then, to Judas, was, and still is, a God of, viour. Notwithstanding lis displays of 
evil, and has actually done him the great-; wisdom and power, they withstood even 
est possible injury that ever could be done | the evidences of his Messiah-ship, which 
him, by forcing him into existence upon | were communicated to them through the 
such conditions! There is your reading | medium of their senses. Hence the above 
of the text, Mr. B. written out at full length; ‘declaration was peculiarly applicable, to 
and in opposition to it allow me to put the | the condition of that perverse and blinded 
scripture words, “ The Lord 1s good to all;; people. But although it was originally de- 
and his tender mercies are over all his signed, to pourtray their situation, it may 
works.” The preaching of Christ to the. with much propriety be applied to the case 
spirits in prison, &c. Mr. B. supposes to. of such as are blind and deat to the wisdom 
mean that he went to the pretended place‘ and goodness of God, in this day of reli- 
of future punishment, where he preached gious stupidity. Itis not my design, to 
to the damned souls! If this reading be dwell at length, upon the subject of fauih, 
correct, it remains for Mr. B. to show us or doctrine; for Lam aware, that, so great 
the object of such preaching; for he says ‘a diversity of opinion exists upen these sub- 
no soul will be released from the place | jects, that more time woutd be required, to 
when once there! Did Christ go there, enter fully into them, than I or the reader 
preaching, with a view to make the dam- will have to bestow. ‘To come, then, di- 
ned behave better, and thus render them rectly to the more important part of the sub- 
easier for Mr. B’s. devil to govern? But ject matter of the text, we will dispose of its 
Mr. B’s. opinion of the text is too ridicu- ' other parts by sayiag, that, to be converted 
lous to deserve further notice. This prea-' is, “*to come to a knowledge of the truth,” 
ching was “ by the holy spirit, which after ‘and; that conversion, in this sense, is abso- 
his ascension (see verse 22) he communi- lutely necessary to the well-being of our 
cated to his apostles. He preached to ‘souls. ‘That there are thousznds in our 
spirits, i.e. to persons in prison, to idola- world who are not yet converted, is a fact 
trous heathen, the slaves of ignorance and too obvious, to require proof; and now the 
vice: he thus proclaimed liberty to the inquiry may be instituted, why are not all 
captives. Isaiah xlii. 6, 73 xlix. 9. The “men converted to the knowledge and recep- 
primate’s version is, by which also he went. tion of the truth? An answer is contained 
and preached to the spirits now in pris- | in the text. It is because their hearts are 
on.” waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hear- 
Mr. B’s. reference to the eternal fire of ing, and their eyes are closed. 

Sodom and Gomorrali wi!l not detain us| Before I proceed, I would invite the at- 
long. That fire burnt both the people and tention of the reader to the commonly re- 
their city, and then it went out. How far ceived opinion upon the subject of conver- 
this can be called an eternal fire, in Mr, sion. It is generally maintained, that, in 
B’s. sense, I leave the reader to judge. It order to be converted, we must lay aside 
has not been burning for several hundred our “ carnal reason” and set ourselves about 
years past, nor have we the least possible the work of repentance. We hear much 
reason to suppose it will ever again be kin- said about the danger of exercising our 
dled. reason upon the subject of religion; and 
REASON. | doubtless, many are led to suppose it an ev- 

idence of their being reprobates, to have e- 
(To be continued. ) ven a disposition, to reason upon the arti- 


For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and 
their ears are dullof hearing, and their 
eyes they have closed ; lest at any time 
they should see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and should under- 
stand with their heart, and should be 
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eles of faith set before them by their teach- 
ers. Frot this cause proceeds that reli- 
gious frenzy, and those fanatical notions 
which are considered by many the sure ev- 
idences of a “ change ef heart.” But noth- 
ing can be more anti-scriptural than these 
ideas. ‘They are refuted in the words of 
the text, and those who propagate such use- 
less chimeras, may read their own condem- 
nation in these words of our Saviour now 
under consideration. 
ist. Let it be remarked, that in order to 
he converted to the true faith, the eyes of 
mankind must be opened. ‘They must see 
glorious manifestation of God’s eternal 
sess, as written in the volume of na- 
¢ as inscribed upon the pages of di- 
viue revelation. ‘The vail of ignorance 
must be taken away, before they can 
become converts to the truefaith in Jesus 
Christ. 
2Qndiy. ‘Phe ear must not be * dull of 
hearing.” {t cannot reasonably be exnect- 
ed, that mankind can come to a knowledge 
of the truth until they have heard it pro- 
claimed. 1t is folly to insist upon the crim- 
inality of remaining ina state of unregener- 
acy, while the subject of our censure is ut- 
erly ignorant of what is truth, and what is 
error. [He must be taughtthe difference be- 
tween light and darkness, truth and false- 
hood, before he can fix upon the proper 
course to be pursned. When this is effected 
the candidate is qualified. 
3dly. To “understand with the heart” 
the great truth set before him, and then the 
influence which this truth will have upon 
him will lead him by an impulse altogether 
irresistible to repentance and anattachment 
to the faith delivered to the saints, which 
will‘ work by love and purily the heart ” 
From this it will appear, that, the true 
conversion of the heart to God and his truth, 
is the work of the understanding, and re- 
quires not the aid of fanaticism, to bring it 
about. or the thunders of Sinai, to sustain it. 
But how difitrent is this deseription of a 
genuine conversion, from the ideas advan- 
ced by our orthodox divines. They deem 
it almost, if not altogether, impossible, to 
produce what is called a “revival,” until 
what is denominated “ carnal reason” is en- 
tirely laid aside. This laying aside of rea- 
son, whether carnal or spiritual, is the first 
step towards the most consummate fanati- 
cisin; and we are justified in this remark, 
by the baneful effects upon community 
Which have ever attended what some are 
pleased to Genominate “revivals of reli- 
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lation to this subject, and from the course 
generally pursued, | am of opinion, that 
many, very honestly suppose, that, religion 
can never be revived, until common sense 
becomes extinct. This has brought into . 
disrepute the religion of Christ, and even by 
its friends it has been rejected entirely, or 
given away in exchange for bigotry and fa- 
naticism, or entire unbelief. Will it not be 
well then, for every well-wisher to the 
christian religion, to endeavor first to obtain 
an understanding of the gocdness of God 





and the gospel of his Son, before he enters 
upon the work of giving countenance toa 
zeal which is not according to knowledge. 
Could this course be universally pursued, it 
is believed, that, “the goodness of God 
would lead to repentance,” and that a reli- 
gion which can be understood, would more 
generally prevail. KE. 





From the Universalist Magazine. 
A GLOOMY PROSPECT. 

Looking with eyes of orthodoxy, what 
do our spiritual watchmen see? In ample 
scenery, there is spread before them a 
world of eight hundred millions of people, 
who are bound to an eternal state of hap- 
piness or misery, not one of which vast mul- 
titude has a single chance of escaping eter- 
nal torments, only those who are secured by 
a sound belief in what Calvinists call “ the 
essential doctrines of grace.” According 
to a liberal calculation, there are nut more 
than about two eighths of the whole, even 
now, after this religion which was ordered, 
by its founder, to be preached to the whole 
witid, has been on earth about eighteen 
hundred vears, who have had an opportuni- 
ty of trying to overcome the principles of 
reason and to subdue the sympathies of our 
nature enough to embrace this doctrine, 
which alone can secure to them the favor 
of the Creator ; and far the greatest part of 
these two eighths are supposed to have seal- 
ed their everlasting condemnation, by havy- 
ing imbibed spurious kinds of doctrines, 
through mistake, supposing they were the 
genuine. 

As to the four thousand years which pre- 
ceded the gospel day, the scene is far dark- 
er, and of the countless millions who are in- 
troduced into this world, hurried through it 
and forced out of it during that long period, 
it would be liberal indeed to allow that one 
in a million was really sound in these par- 
ticular and essential doctrines of grace.— 
Many nations still remain wholly destitute 
ofany means of coming to the knowledge 








gion.” From what is generally said, in re-| 


of these things: and the generations are 
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fast chasing each other down, like the 
waves of the deep, to the abyss of endless 
despair. “And now, in room of any in- 
crease of light to relieve from this scene of 
horror, darker clouds seem to be hurrying 
on to close the vision in total obscurity.— 
Delusions the most corrupt and deadly are 
fast advancing ; even an entire disbelief in 
the doctrine of hell has deceived many who 
were thought to be of “ the very elect ;” 
and to help the matter on, even our unita- 
rian divines in their pretended efforts a- 
gainst this fatal heresy, only contended for 
a limited half hereafter, and far more mod- 
erate too than that which is threatened by 
a vindictive Sovereign. 

As far as the eyes can extend, in our own 
country, our most faithful pastors are re- 
treating before the enemy ; some of the es- 
sential doctrines of grace are given up, and 
some of our most stern watchmen have 
yielded so much to the sympathies of our 
corrupt nature as to contend that infants 
will not be damned forever. And what is 
matter of mourning and lamentation is, 
there seems not a champion in all the holy 
phalanx who dares to combat those writers 
who deny the precious doctrine of hell._— 
O that there was a David in the camp of 
Israel, who could not bear to hear genuine 
orthodoxy defined ! 

Since it was well known that the pre- 
tious meals, of which the true faith is com- 
posed, have lost almost all their value in 
this country, and have in the opinion of the 
most of people, become lighter than even 
rubbish which floats, every possible effort 
has been made to export them to foreign 
countries, where hopes were entertained 
that they would weigh more and find a bet- 
ter market. But in this enterprise unex- 
pected disasters have occurred 3 and it 
seems that they weigh as little abroad as at 
home ; so that after compassing sea and 





RESTORATION OF ISRAEL, 
But who shall see the glorious day, 

When thron’d on Zion’s brow, 
The Lord shall rend that vail away 

Which hides the nations now! ™ 


When earth no more beneath the fea 
Of his rebuke shall lie ; 

When pain shall cease, and every tear 
Be wip’d from every eye ! 


Then Judah ! thou no more shalt moury 
Seneath the Heathen’s chain ; 

The days of splendor shall return 
And all be new again. 


The fount of life shall then be quafi’d 
In peace by all who come ; 

And every wind that blows shall watt 
Some long lost Exile home ! 





The following beautiful Hymn, from the 
Asiatic Journal, is by the Right Rey: 
Reginal Heber, lord bishop of Calcutta. 

HYMN. ° 

By cool Siloam’s shady fountain, 
How sweet the lily grows ! 

Hlow sweet the breath on yonder mountair 
Of Sharon’s dewy rose ! 


‘ 

Lo! such the child whose young devotion 
‘The paths of peace has trod ; 

Whiose secret soul’s instinctive motion 
‘Tends upwards to his God. 


By cool Siloam’s shady fountain, 
The lily must decay ; 

The rose that blooms on yonder mountain 
Must shortly fade away. 


A little while, the better morrow 
Of man’s maturer age 


| Will shake the soul with cankering sorrow 


And passion’s stormy rage. 





jand to make proselytes, it is believed by 


° ’ ! , - ‘Are ta: ; 
many, that ten people in our country are, O Thou! whose every year untainted 


converted from good sound orthodoxy to! 
some vile heresy, by the very means which | 
are employed to send our faith abroad, 
where there is one poor heathen induced 
to become, even a nominal christian! And 


In changeless virtue shone, 
Preserve the flowers thy grace has planted, 
And keep them still thine own. 





“ Though a sinner do evil a hundred 


to complete the dismal prospect, these | times, and his davs be prolonged, yet sure- 
things are growing worse and worse, and, Jy [ know that it shall be well with them 


the whole scene darker and darker ! | that fear God, which fear before him.” 
! 


The writer of this pities those who are 
obliged to stand and gaze on this gloomy | 


Eccl. 
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scenc, and who are not permitted to see the puBLIsHED EVERY FRIDAY, AT TWO DOLLARS 


glory. of Gor, which fills earth and he -ven. | 
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